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Message
from Mayor
Keith Parkes

Hindmarsh Island Landcare Nursery

Welcome to the autumn edition of Alexandrina Alive. We have
had a busy start to 2018 with results in a number of key areas.
This progress reflects our aspirations as a council to provide the
best possible support and services to our residents and local
businesses.

Front Cover Image: Commissioned local artists completed artwork

In January, we acknowledged our 2018 Citizen of the Year
recipients and welcomed new Australian citizens to the region at
our Australia Day Awards and Citizenship Ceremonies in Goolwa
and Strathalbyn. It is such a privilege to present these awards to
outstanding members of our community, and to meet and greet
our new citizens.

Steve Wright, whose family donated the land for the Centre and

We have completed a very successful community consultation
process on the Strathalbyn Development Plan Amendment
and continue to grow our popular Alexandrina Business Life
Breakfast Forums.
As a demonstration of effective collaboration between Council
and local environmental groups, we have recently launched the
Gazania Free Goolwa campaign. This plan involves protecting
local dune systems and native bushland from invasion of the
Gazania plant. There are many incentives and competitions to be
involved in. You can learn more on Council’s website.
Enjoy the magnificent autumn weather we experience in
Alexandrina - it truly is a great time of year as our landscape
recovers from the hot, dry summer we have experienced.

Mayor Keith Parkes

M 0408 818 663
E keith.parkes@alexandrina.sa.gov.au

in February at the Goolwa Skate Park, thanks to grant funding and
input from the Friends of the Goolwa Skate Park volunteer group.
Above: City of Victor Harbor Deputy Mayor Nicholas Hayles,

My Say Alexandrina
new look and feel

the Fleurieu Aquatic Centre.

Join us to celebrate this significant event on Tuesday, 5 June 2018 at
12 noon (bus tour to revegetation sites at 9.15am) at the Hindmarsh
Island Landcare Nursery, Ferryman’s Reserve, Hindmarsh Island.

Phone

(08) 8555 7000

Email

alex@alexandrina.sa.gov.au

Web

www.alexandrina.sa.gov.au
11 Cadell Street, Goolwa
PO Box 21, Goolwa SA 5214
Anne Liddell, Office of the CEO

Print & Distribution Lane Print & Post
Facebook

indmarsh Island Landcare Group is ramping up for
World Environment Day, with further reason to celebrate
as the group reaches the milestone of raising and planting
500,000 trees.

praise the efforts of volunteers at the nursery and on planting days.

Contacts

Editor

H

Council is very pleased to support the work that the dedicated
members of the Hindmarsh Island Landcare Group undertake and

Alexandrina Mayor Keith Parkes, celebrating the first birthday of

Address
		

Celebrate
with Landcare

facebook.com/alexandrinacouncil

What’s new on ‘My Say’?
mysay.alexandrina.sa.gov.au

For further information email Sue Saunders, daswight@iinet.net.au
or visit www.alexandrina.sa.gov.au/events

Visit our My Say Alexandrina website. The new layout and design
of the website makes it easy to navigate and view current and past
community consultations.
My Say is a consultation hub where you can engage with us when
and where it suits you, and connect with your community on matters
of interest to many. By signing up and participating, you can actively
inform Council’s decision-making processes.
Community engagement helps council to achieve more effective
governance through balancing decision making with sensitivity to
community needs, interests and aspirations. Join us on My Say,
visit mysay.alexandrina.sa.gov.au

So you want to be on
Council?
A free information session for those interested in becoming a
councillor will be held in the Goolwa Council Chambers from 2.00pm
to 5.00pm on Wednesday, 1 August 2018.
Visit our website for more details.
www.alexandrina.sa.gov.au/elections2018
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Council Backs Local Sporting
Clubs
Alexandrina Council has committed to supporting local sporting
clubs by approving $68,000 funding to the Goolwa Netball and
Goolwa Tennis Clubs. Without this funding, the future of both sports
utilising the current courts was in doubt, as the netball club feared it
would not be able to play on its home courts this season due to the
condition of the playing surface and non-compliance with court sizing.
The Goolwa Netball Club shares a facility with the Goolwa Tennis
Club in the Recreation Grounds and both clubs have provided
sporting experiences via netball and tennis to generations of
community members since 1963.
The shared courts have gone without upgrades for 20 years and
the bitumen surface had deteriorated so much that multiple injuries
have occurred. The former bitumen surface was aged and uneven,
and continued to deteriorate due to weather and physical contact
during sport. Both clubs were undertaking preventative measures by
sweeping courts prior to each game.

Above: Goolwa Netball Club’s League team played in the 2017
Grand Final against Victor Harbor.

Now, work has started on the court upgrade project, which includes

The Alexandrina region is recognised as one of the most proactive

extending and resurfacing the courts, new fencing and new lighting.

and creative communities in South Australia. Alexandrina Council

The lighting is being replaced as they were damaged due to a fire in

values the pivotal role of community groups and organisations within

2017, highlighting how dangerous the out-of-date facility had become.

the Council area, and endeavours to financially support a range of

The netball club was successful in obtaining $34,000 funding from
the Office of Recreation and Sport and a further $15,000 has been

projects and activities that are seen to enhance quality of life, and
deliver services to the community.

pledged by the Goolwa and District Community Bank. The club will

Each year Alexandrina Council makes funding available to our

be contributing $28,000.

community under the Community Grants Program for (but not

The Goolwa Netball Club has over 150 playing members ranging
in ages from five to 59 years. It participates in the Great Southern
Netball Association and hosts nine home games per year in line
with the Goolwa/Port Elliot Football Club. The Goolwa Tennis club
has approximately 50 playing members and also hosts home games.
Both clubs have a very strong focus on junior development and

limited to) not-for-profit sporting, recreational, social, arts and other
community groups and, in some instances, local individuals in the
support of one-off activities, projects, festivals and events. The
purpose of the Community Grants Program is to encourage local
groups to take a more active and visible role in the community and
create opportunities for community participation.

providing a safe, inclusive and enjoyable experience in sport for all

Applications for the 2018-2019 Community Grants Program will

club members.

open in July 2018. Grant opening dates and scheduled information

The facility is also used by social sporting groups in tennis for
over 50s and after school programs, such as Active Club, Net Set

sessions will be advertised closer to the date. For more information
visit www.alexandrina.sa.gov.au/grants

Go (Netball SA Junior program) ANZ Hot Shots ( Tennis SA junior
development), as well as being available for hire to the public for
Above: Poppy and Alex Kay, junior netball and tennis players for Goolwa

social events.
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Gazania Free
Goolwa
Have you noticed just how many Gazanias grow in our region?
Gazanias are a low growing plant, characterised by their large
yellow or orange flowers. They have become so common
many people don’t realise the threat they pose to our local
environment. Most common along the coastal strip, Gazanias
can quickly invade gardens, roadside verges and native
bushland.
Council staff and community volunteers spend many hours
removing Gazanias from bushland reserves and the Goolwa

Strathalbyn
Woodshed

dunes. We focus our removal efforts on areas of high
conservation value, but we need the community’s help to reduce
the weed threat. Gazanias growing in private gardens produce
Above: Councillor Anne Woolford and Andy McCarthy (Strathalbyn
Rotarian) at the official opening of the new Strathalbyn Woodshed in March.

seed which can be spread by the wind up to 1km away.
This is why Alexandrina Council, the Goolwa to Wellington
Local Action Planning Association, Goolwa CoastCare and the
Alexandrina Community Nursery have launched the “Gazania
Free Goolwa” campaign. We are encouraging residents in the

There was an air of excitement in Strathalbyn as Council officially

clubs and groups, including the Strathalbyn Scout Group.

opened the new Strathalbyn Woodshed in March, and celebrated

Since the Woodshed’s ‘shell’ was completed in June last year,

with the dedicated Strathalbyn Woodshed Committee and

Committee members and tradesmen have worked tirelessly on the

replant with local native species.

members of the community.

interior finishes to present impressive work stations, tool storage

Residents of Goolwa can trade in their weeds, by participating in

areas and a functional kitchen.
Decked out with fantastic equipment including a range of lathes,
sanding machines, bandsaws, and an array of hand tools; the

One of the greatest advantages of the new location will

Woodshed is ready to turn out some fine pieces and projects to

undoubtedly be its increased availability. As it is no longer in a

match the members’ imagination and craftsmanship.

residential area, the facilities can be used well into the evenings
without noise restrictions.

Council is enormously proud to have funded the community
facility and is encouraging of the collaborative opportunities it

seeing the program evolve, and events developed for the entire

promotes a community focus of togetherness, values shared

Strathalbyn community to enjoy.

their skills. Members’ will participate in grassroots projects,
events and programs for the benefit of the whole community,
which, in turn, fosters a sense of accomplishment, purpose and

the Gazania Plant Swap. By taking Gazanias from their gardens
to the collection point at Alexandrina Community Nursery on
Kessell Road, Goolwa (open on Friday 9am – 5pm), each
household is eligible to receive ten free native plants for their
garden. The number of participating households is limited, so
don’t delay.

the April school holidays. The Great Gazania Grab, to be held on
22 April 2018, will feature food, music, competitions, games and
of course a chance to help us grab the Gazanias growing near
the dunes at Goolwa Beach.
We will also celebrate community participation in the campaign
via a Gazania Free Garden competition. The competition will be
based on photographs of local gardens in three categories: best
garden, best photo and most improved garden. More details of
the competition will be released in the coming weeks.
Campaign and event updates
will be made on the Gazania
Free Goolwa Facebook page.
Be sure to like and share the
page! We need word to spread
faster than a head of Gazania
seeds in the wind.

Gazania
FREE Goolwa

Follow the link,visit www.alexandrina.sa.gov.au/gazania

With the Woodshed’s official opening fulfilled, we anticipate

will offer other Strathalbyn community groups. The Woodshed
experiences, and provides the platform for members to broaden

Goolwa area to remove Gazanias from their gardens and

The official launch of the campaign will be a fun family day during

While the shed operates as a traditional ‘Men’s Shed’, women are
also very welcome and encouraged to join and participate in an
environment which aims to promote a significant social, emotional

achievement.

and creative environment for retirees in the community.

The Woodshed Committee members are ecstatic about the

Visit Council’s website for updates and information about the

prospects, opening the door to a much larger program of events

ongoing development of the new Strathalbyn Woodshed program,

and activities, and the chance to work with numerous community

www.alexandrina.sa.gov.au

Follow Council
Safework
SA Outreach Program
on Facebook
Do you have a business or are you a contractor in the South? Safework
Follow us on Facebook, visit facebook.com/alexandrinacouncil
SA’s work health and safety advisor, Lucy, will be at the Alexandrina Council
and like our page so you can keep up to date on upcoming events in the
Library in Goolwa once a month to answer your WHS questions and provide
region and be across the latest Council initiatives.
practical assistance with your Job Safety Analysis (JSA), Safe Working Method
Don’t miss out
on Council’s
exciting keeping
news, current
projects,
Just Add
Statements
(SWMS),
your safety
documentation
such as site inductions,
Water program events and tourism in and around our region. Join us on
inspections up to date and more. Keep and eye on the Alexandrina Council
Facebook. You can also access our Facebook page directly from Council’s
Facebook page and website for dates. Safework SA Advisory can also come to you!
website, visit www.alexandrina.sa.gov.au
Book online or call them on 1300 365 255 to organise a free visit to your workplace. cting Communities
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Left: Alice Morley and Melissa Rebbeck at the Thriving
Women Conference in Hahndorf.

Thriving in Agriculture
We acknowledge and celebrate the extraordinary, creative and

gaining respect and recognition, in what is traditionally a male

vital role that women play in agriculture and farm communities

dominant industry. Alice has already earned great respect

across our region.

from her male counterparts. We can be very proud of these

It is great to see more women thriving in the Agriculture industry

Changes to Dog and Cat Laws
D
•
•
•
•

amazing and inspiring women.

og registration has been simplified. New laws and rules for cat
and dog owners will come into effect on 1 July 2018 and include:

Mandatory microchipping of dogs and cats
New rules for breeders who sell dogs and cats

for dogs and cats. There are new requirements to disclose the

Introduction of a state-wide database, called Dogs and
Registration and renewals will be online through the Dog and

Armed with wisdom and knowledge from the conference we

part funding for two of our local agricultural women to attend the

look forward to seeing how Alice and Melissa will impact and

Thriving Women Conference held in February.

drive agricultural pursuits throughout our community.

These new laws will streamline dog registration processes, make it

Attendees Alice Morley and Melissa Rebbeck, were selected

Melissa was inspired by Dr Kate Fennell for her focus on

easier to reunite lost dogs and cats with their owners, help identify

by Alexandrina Sustainable Agricultural Round Table (ASART)

improving the health and wellbeing of people living in rural

members as recipients of Council’s financial support.

areas. This was particularly relevant to Melissa and she feels

Melissa received an award at the Fleurieu and Kangaroo Island
Women’s Community Achievement Awards in March, and was
a finalist in the South Australian Agricultural Innovation Award
in November. The local award acknowledges the work that
Melissa does for community groups including supporting the
development of the Fleurieu Forward Farming Group, and her
volunteer work with the Fleurieu Beef Group and the Ranges to
River Natural Resources Management Group.
Alice specialises in animal health and agronomy, performing a
vital consulting role in her work at FP Ag. She hopes to assist
more women in the agricultural field and help turn the tables,

driven to explore and emphasise the important links between

Cat Management Board, no longer through local councils.

and put a stop to puppy farms, and reduce euthanasia rates.
Microchipping

soil health and human health. Given our current health crisis,

From 1 July, owners must microchip their dogs and cats by 12 weeks

we need to seriously consider restoring the integrity of our

of age or at the point of sale. Veterinarians may exempt an animal

food. There is quite a movement now with farmers actively

for medical reasons. Owners are encouraged to take advantage of

seeking to understand the difference between chemical

the numerous discount microchipping days throughout the state. Visit

farming and biological farming. Healthy soils grow food that

chipblitz.com for upcoming dates and locations, and to make a

ensure correct uptake of nutrients and exclusion of toxins.

booking. Alternatively, contact your local vet.

Regenerative farming is a crucial direction for the sector to
embrace.
Melissa is currently preparing for a Soil Health Field Day on
15 May, for further information visit
www.fleurieuforwardfarming.com

register with the Dog and Cat Management Board as a breeder. Your
breeder registration number must be included in all advertisements

and Council was delighted to support the sector by providing

Alice and Melissa have both worked in Agriculture for 20 years.

People who breed dogs and cats for sale after 1 July 2018 must

Desexing of dogs and cats born after 1 July 2018

Cats Online

•

Breeders

Desexing
Dogs and cats born after 1 July 2018 must be desexed by six months
of age or 28 days after purchase by the owner. Working livestock
dogs as well as dogs and cats owned by registered breeders will be

breeder registration number and other information to the buyer at
the point of sale. All breeders are required to follow the new industry
standards and guidelines.
Dogs and Cats Online
From 1 July 2018, Dogs and Cats Online will be the central database
for microchipped and registered dogs and cats, and registration
payments. Dogs and Cats Online will also be the register of breeders.
Existing dog owners should receive a renewal notice in the mail
during July 2018 with their dog’s new lifetime registration disc
(replacing the annual disc) and instructions on how to complete their
annual dog registration on Dog and Cats Online. If you do not receive
a renewal notice for your dog, please contact Council.
To enter or update your dog or cat’s information, visit
www.dogcatboard.com.au from 1 July 2018. Until then,
Council is happy to assist in the transition to the Dog and Cat
Management Board registration and online systems.
For further information or assistance, contact us on 8555 7000 or
visit our website, www.alexandrina.sa.gov.au/dogs

exempt from the requirement to desex, however will still need to be
microchipped.
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FLEURIEU REGIONAL WASTE
TRANSFER STATION
Construction is nearing completion and Council staff are
working with the Fleurieu Regional Waste Authority and other
onsite salvage and recycling businesses to prepare for the
opening of the redeveloped site, which is anticipated for the
final quarter of 2017/18. Further information regarding the
opening of the new facility will be promoted widely to ensure an
effective transition from the old to the new.
www.alexandrina.sa.gov.au/goolwawastedepot

STRATHALBYN WASTEWATER
TREATMENT PLANT EXPANSION
Construction of the new wastewater lagoon will commence in
October 2018, in order to avoid earthworks and installations
during winter months. This significant project will allow for
the diversion of Strathalbyn wastewater through a modern
treatment facility and decommissioning and rehabilitation of
the Swamp Road lagoons. For project updates please visit
Council’s website.

Economic Development on
Hindmarsh Island
In recognition that Hindmarsh Island is a unique part of our region,
Council hosted the inaugural Hindmarsh Island Economic Development
Forum in February. The event was very well attended by those currently
involved, or known to have an active interest in, tourism, environment,
business enterprise or land development on the Island.
In just a few months, the Alexandrina economy is expected to reach
the milestone of $1 billion per annum. Within five years, Alexandrina
Council is likely to have an annual turnover of $50 million making it one
of the State’s largest regional councils. In ten years, the Alexandrina
community is projected to grow to more than 30,000 people, being
a destination of choice for new residents to the Fleurieu Peninsula.
So, now, it is time to look to the future of which the Hindmarsh Island
Economic Development Forum was designed to do.
Alexandrina Council’s Chief Executive Officer, Glenn Rappensberg,
shared his thoughts on Council’s role in fostering economic
development and upcoming initiatives relevant to Hindmarsh Island.
Other subject-matter experts from across the public and private sectors
shared their insight using case studies to highlight opportunities for
Hindmarsh Island. Ngarrindjeri business man, Clyde Rigney Junior
shared his aspirations for cultural tourism; John Carter, Managing
Director of Mill Hill Capital provided an overview of the vision for
Coorong Quays; and Sarah Lance from DENWR highlighted nature-

Progress continues at a number of storm damaged sites
around our region, including Winery Road, Currency Creek
(as pictured). To keep up to date with other projects in
Alexandrina visit our website
www.alexandrina.sa.gov.au/projectupdates

based tourism opportunities with a particular focus on the recently
declared Lawari Conservation Park.
The forum provided an opportunity for attendees to hear first-hand
about planned initiatives and potential opportunities, to share their
perspective and ideas, and to network with others.
One of the key issues discussed on the day was land use
planning. Participants were provided with an overview of
Council’s Development Plan as it relates to Hindmarsh Island
and from a State perspective, the new Planning, Development
and Infrastructure Act and associated Environment and Food
Production Area, as well as some of the regulations and
considerations contained in each.
It was a successful day of sharing aspirations and ideas,
opportunities and challenges - a positive conversation starter that
will inform Council’s future thinking and decision making.
We sincerely thank all those who attended for their active
involvement.
Pictured above: George Bolton, General Manager SA Boating Industry Association, Glenn Rappensberg, Alexandrina
Council’s Chief Executive Officer, Mayor Keith Parkes and Michael
Pengilly MP, Member for Finniss (retired 17 March).

ing Communities
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Dogs Day Out on the Fleurieu*
22 April 2018, 10.00am - 3.00pm
Location: Lakala Reserve, Port Elliot
A dog-themed family fun event in the
park, featuring a unique art show.
Enquiries: Ruth Miller 0407 075
216 ruthmiller5212@gmail.com
Silent Disco*
24 April 2018, 6.00 - 7.30pm
Location: Goolwa Library
Bookings: 8555 7000
Characters of the Fleurieu *
6 May to 3 June 2018
Location: Stationmasters Art Gallery,
Strathalbyn. This exhibition extends to
additional locations including Bremerton
Winery, Lake Breeze Winery and the
Langhorne Creek Hub.
Enquiries: 8536 4263
www.rsasarts.com.au

Presented by Alexandrina Council in partnership
with Country Arts SA and the National Film and Sound Archive

Black Screen
A Reconciliation Week Event *

Everyone is invited to attend this free screening of Indigenous films as part of
Reconciliation Week in June 2018. This is a wonderful opportunity to see and
experience Indigenous art and celebrate First Nations people and culture.
When
Where
Website
Enquiries

Friday, 1 June at 7.30pm
Centenary Hall, Goolwa
www.nfsa.gov.au/blackscreen www.visitalexandrina.com
8555 7000 or jaw@alexandrina.sa.gov.au

Light Earth – Jim Deans*
6 April to 6 May 2018
Location: South Coast Regional Art
Centre, Goolwa
Enquiries: jaw@alexandrina.
sa.gov.au
www.visitalexandrina.com
Sponge Kids Arts Hub*
18, 19 and 20 April 2018
Session times 11am-12.30pm and
1.30pm-3pm
Location: The Red Hen, Stationmasters
Art Gallery, Strathalbyn
Bring a smock and your imagination!
Enquiries: jaw@alexandrina.
sa.gov.au
Circus Elements*
18 April 2018
Location: Strathalbyn Town Hall
Session times 10am, 11.15am and
12.30pm
Learn juggling and other circus skills.
Bookings: 1300 466 592
Enquiries: 8555 7000
www.circuselements.com.au

She Collects the Beautiful
Things, Turbulent Nature Chris De Rosa*
19 April to 3 June 2018
Location: Signal Point Gallery,
Goolwa Wharf Precinct
Enquiries: jaw@alexandrina.
sa.gov.au
www.visitalexandrina.com
Nature Play Forest Festival
18 and 19 April 2018
Location: Kuitpo Forest
Bookings: www.natureplaysa.
org.au
The Royal Australian Navy
Band South Australia
22 April 2018 at 2.00pm
Location: Centenary Hall, Goolwa
With a diverse array of talent performing
traditional march music, precision
military drumming as well as jazz,
swing and rock hits. The Navy Band
is sure to delight.
Bookings: 1300 466 592
www.visitalexandrina.com

Dee Jones*
9 May to 3 June 2018
Location: South Coast Regional Art
Centre, Goolwa
One of Australia’s most significant
and notable artists, Dee Jones. This
exhibition marks the end of an era and
humble beginnings in McLaren Vale,
inspired by Greece and Italy.
Enquiries: jaw@alexandrina.
sa.gov.au
Terrestrial
State Theatre Company - South
Australia Education Show
11 May 2018 at 1.00pm
Location: Centenary Hall, Goolwa
Bookings: 8415 5314
www.statetheatrecompany.
com.au
The Swinging Sixties Wendy Stapleton
12 May 2018 at 7.30pm
Location: Centenary Hall, Goolwa
This promises to be a night full of great
memories, singing and dancing.
Bookings: 1300 466 592
A Boy Named Cash
Johnny Cash Tribute Show
22 May 2018 at 2.00pm
Location: Centenary Hall, Goolwa
Monty Cotton, an accomplish singer
and musician, performs as Johnny Cash.
Bookings: 1300 466 592
allsortsofenterntainment.com.au
Knights Beach Pro Body
Boarding Competition*
25 and 26 May 2018
Location: Knights Beach, Port Elliot
Watch the professionals at the Fleurieu’s
premier body boarding wave.
Enquiries: www.abatour.com.au

Opera Made to Order
26 May at 7.00pm
Location: Mount Compass War Memorial
Hall, Mount Compass
Experience a night of opera served
between courses of fine Italian food.
Bookings: www.ticketebo.com.au//
mcsupperclub or 03 9005 7750
Austen’s Women*
3 June 2018 at 2.00pm
Location: Signal Point Gallery Theatrette,
Goolwa Wharf Precinct
Presented by Jean Crowther
Enquiries: jaw@alexandrina.
sa.gov.au
www.visitalexandrina.com
Cedric Varcoe - Solo Exhibition*
7 June to 22 July 2018
Location: South Coast Regional Art
Centre, Goolwa
Enquiries: jaw@alexandrina.
sa.gov.au
www.visitalexandrina.com
Fleurieu Biennale Art Prize*
16 June to 22 July 2018
Location: Signal Point Gallery,
Goolwa Wharf Precinct and other
Enquiries: www.artprize.com.au
Which Way Home
29 June at 7.30pm
Location: Centenary Hall, Goolwa
Performance by ILBIJERRI Theatre
Company.
Bookings: 1300 466 592
www.ilbijerri.com.au
NAIDOC Week Celebrations*
5 July 2018 at 11.00am
Location: Strathalbyn Show Hall
15 July 2018 at 11.00am
Location: Centenary Hall, Goolwa
Enquiries: 8555 7000
naidoc.org.au
Denise Drysdale
7 July at 7.30pm
Location: Centenary Hall, Goolwa
Bookings: 1300 466 592
www.visitalexandrina.com
Music Workshop Program*
10 July 2018
Location: Strathalbyn Library Community
Centre
Workshops focus on the process of
composition and recording using the
music technology ‘GarageBand’ on
provided iPads.
Bookings: 8555 7000
Keep up to date with upcoming and
new Council events by visiting Council’s
website or via the tourism website:
www.alexandrina.sa.gov.au
www.visitalexandrina.com
* Free event
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