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MEDIA RELEASE 

2024 Australia Day Award Recipients  
5 January 2024 

 

Join the ceremonies in Alexandrina as we celebrate the diverse and 
remarkable contributions of extraordinary Australians in our local community 
through the Australia Day Awards in Goolwa and Strathalbyn.  

The awards are presented at the two Australia Day ceremonies on Friday 26 
January 2024 in Strathalbyn at 9 am and 11 am in Goolwa.  

An Australia Day Breakfast and Awards Presentation are held at the Soldier’s 
Memorial Gardens in Strathalbyn, near the rotunda, starting at 7.30 am. 
Breakfast is available for purchase and is arranged in conjunction with the 
Rotary Club of Strathalbyn. Celebrate the award recipients with friends and 
family at the official ceremony at 9 am.  

In Goolwa, the Australia Day Awards Presentation and Citizenship Ceremony 
starts at 11 am at Centenary Hall in Cadell Street, Goolwa. 

 

Alexandrina Council is proud to announce the recipients of the 2024 Australia 
Day Awards. These awards publicly honour those who continue to serve our 
community and make Alexandrina a better place.  

Award recipients for the Alexandrina region are listed below: 

 

Goolwa & Surrounds  
Citizen of the Year 2024 will be awarded to Steve Kettle 

Steve Kettle of Nangkita, is being recognised for more than 35 years of service 
to the community of Mount Compass and the surrounding district. 

Over this period Steve was involved with the Mount Compass Soccer Club for 
13 years, both as a coach as a chairperson; he was a founding member of the 
Tim Stokes Memorial Award for local young people; Treasurer of the Pre-
School and Mount Compass Area School Governing Committees; and a 
Treasurer of the Mount Compass War Memorial Community Centre 
(MCWMCC). 

Steve and his wife Christine initiated and ran the local Supper Club 
entertainment and fundraising shows for over three years with accomplished 
performances held monthly in the MCWMCC hall. 

As the town archivist for the past 15 years, Steve has overseen the growth of 
the historical collection held by the community and has established the Mount 
Compass history group, with a local archives’ website and a quarterly history 
chronicle.  
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Steve has assisted in projects such as the war service display in the 
MCWMCC foyer and the sequel of a local history book ‘Where the Compass 
leads you’, authored by Linton Jacobs. 

 

Strathalbyn & Surrounds  
Citizen of the Year 2024 will be awarded to Graham Brook 

Strathalbyn Polo & Recreation Grounds volunteer groundsman Graham 
Brook has worked tirelessly for years to maintain this community-managed, 
10-hectare grassed sporting space. 

The Management Committee compensates Graham for the fuel he uses in his 
tractor and any tractor repairs but his work to keep the grounds watered and 
mowed is provided free of charge. The Strathalbyn man also manages the 
green waste around the site and cleans the bins. Graham walks his dog with 
a local walking group around the grounds most days so he can keep a watchful 
eye on the area. 

 

Goolwa & surrounds  
Young Citizen of the Year 2024 will be awarded to William Piper-Bamber 

William Piper-Bamber, 22, of Chiton, is being recognised for this commitment 
to surf lifesaving and the Chiton Rocks Surf Life Saving Club (SLSC). 

William joined the Chiton Rocks SLSC in 2017, spending almost every 
weekend at the beach since, amassing an impressive 1,500 patrol hours and 
demonstrating an unwavering commitment to beach safety. In the 2022/2023 
season, William logged 422 patrol hours across multiple clubs and engaged in 
11 rescues, including critical out-of-hours efforts.  

 William is currently Chiton Rocks SLSC Club Captain, Chief Training Officer, 
Club Sports Officer, Gear and Equipment Steward, and an Executive member 
of the Board of Management. William’s extensive training includes 
certifications in, Assessing, Training and Education, IRB drivers, Bronze 
Medallion, IRB crew and Advanced Resuscitation. 

The Chiton Rocks SLSC has commended William for his tireless service, 
leadership, and meticulous attention to detail across club administration, club 
patrols, and the mentoring of younger members. The club says William 
embodies SLSA’s core values and fosters a culture of safety and support. 

 

Strathalbyn & surrounds  
Young Citizen of the Year 2024, be awarded to Rhys Everett 

Rhys Everett, 18, is being recognised for commitment to helping the 
community and his volunteering efforts with the Strathalbyn unit of the South 
Australian State Emergency Service (SES).  

Despite responding to SES incidents at all hours of the day or night, the young 
Strathalbyn man remained dedicated to his Year 12 studies and recently 
completed his South Australian Certificate of Education. He received the 
Eastern Fleurieu R-12 School’s Colin Stacey Community Service Award 



 

 
  

Page 3 of 5 Alexandrina Council – Media Release 

presented to a Year 12 student. Rhys is now undertaking an apprenticeship in 
horticulture with an Adelaide Hills business. 

 

Goolwa & Surrounds  
Community Event of the Year 2024 will be awarded to the Southern 
Agricultural Society Inc – Port Elliot Show 

The Southern Agricultural Society Inc, Port Elliot Show, was first held in 1869. 
Last year marked the 143rd show with the society only missing 11 annual 
events since inception due to floods, fires, two World Wars and COVID-19.  

The Port Elliot Show aims to promote the interests of agriculture in the district 
and to provide a platform for residents and other interested parties to display 
their hobbies and talents. The products and services required to run the show 
are sourced from a wide range of local businesses. A significant number of 
volunteers, most of whom are local, are on-site over the show weekend.  

The two-day event is recognised as the third largest country show of the 48 
shows held every year across South Australia. In 2023 the show recorded 
14,000 visitors. The Port Elliot Show is believed to be the largest privately 
organised event on the southern Fleurieu Peninsula, highlighting the wide 
range of talents amongst the organisers.   

 

Strathalbyn & Surrounds  
Community Event of the Year 2024 will be awarded to Christmas Where 
The Angas Flows 

Christmas Where The Angas Flows is a free annual community celebration 
held in Strathalbyn on the banks of the Angas River in the Soldiers Memorial 
Gardens and surrounds. The event can trace its beginnings back to 1948 when 
the Strathalbyn Choral Society held its first carol event in Strathalbyn. The 
Rotary Club of Strathalbyn introduced a visit from Santa some 40 years ago. 
Later, the Advance Strathalbyn Association held carolling and a street party 
on Dawson Street. 

The family-friendly event was run by the Strathalbyn Business Group for many 
years.  When this group disbanded nine years ago, the Strathalbyn Inter- 
Church Council (SICC) was asked to consider organising the event, which they 
then took over.  An organising committee was formed, made up of members 
of the SICC and interested community members.  Community Living Australia 
continued to run the pageant until 2022 when the Strath Neighbourhood 
Centre took over. In 2023 the Strathalbyn Tourism Association organised the 
pageant.  

Christmas Where the Angas Flows is held in mid-December and offers a 
vibrant pageant well supported by local groups and businesses, free 
entertainment rides for children, market stalls, and a concert program of 
entertainment, followed by a fireworks display lighting up the night sky over 
the gardens. 
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Goolwa & Surrounds  
Active Citizenship 2024 will be awarded to Chris Osborne 
Chris Osborne of Goolwa has been a volunteer with the South Australian 
Ambulance Service at the Goolwa Station for nearly 25 years. Emergency 
medical services is a demanding and challenging sector, but Chris commits to 
a minimum of two shifts a week. Behind the scenes, he performs many other 
station responsibilities, taking a proactive approach to inventory and other 
administrative tasks. 

 

Strathalbyn & Surrounds  
Active Citizenship 2024 will be awarded to Helen Stacey Bunton 

Helen Stacey Bunton of Strathalbyn has made a significant contribution to her 
community and charitable programs. As a professional artist for over 30 years, 
she has donated paintings to auction as community fundraisers and is a driving 
force in fundraising & publicity for the restoration of the historic St Andrew’s 
Church in Strathalbyn, helping a small committee raise over $250,000 with the 
support of the wider community. 

Helen and her husband David Bunton initiated Theatrical-Historical Tours 
('History with Hilarity') in four of Strathalbyn’s heritage areas over seven SA 
History Festivals. The tours involve enthusiastic participants in period 
costumes from the Alexandrina Singers, Strathalbyn Players and St Andrew’s 
Uniting Church. Earlier, Helen was a Senior Art Teacher dedicated to the 
education of young people.  Today she is an active member of the Strathalbyn 
Aboriginal Action and Reference Group. 

 

Goolwa & Surrounds  
Mayor’s Community Service Award will be awarded to Little Scotland 
Gardening Group. 
Barbara Staniford began a gardening program eight years ago in a part of the 
community green space of the historic area of Goolwa known as Little 
Scotland. Residents in the area joined in, meeting on the first Monday of the 
month at 10 am on Admiral Terrace and the ‘Barb’s Way’ path to work on the 
gardens. The group has grown to include up to 15 volunteers and over the 
years the tended garden area has expanded along Admiral Terrace and 
beyond, down to the SteamRanger Heritage Railway line. The group regularly 
cleans the area of litter and members work with the SteamRanger group to 
clear green waste near the railway. 
 
Strathalbyn & Surrounds  
Mayor’s Community Service Award will be awarded to Stephen Blewett 
Stephen Blewett is being recognised for his community service through tennis, 
particularly the John Wesley Tennis Club, and the Strathalbyn Oval Controlling 
Committee. Stephen was involved in applying for grant funding and then 
project managing a substantial court upgrade at the Strathalbyn Oval Courts. 
Thanks largely to his management, the upgrade was completed on schedule 
and on budget and to a high standard.  
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Stephen took on the project management role on behalf of the John Wesley 
Tennis Club, the Strathalbyn Oval Controlling Committee and the Strathalbyn 
Netball Club. 

 

 

Alexandrina Council’s Mayor Keith Parkes congratulates all award recipients 
and thanks them for their contribution to the community. 

“The Australia Day Awards are an opportunity to publicly acknowledge those 
unsung heroes and hardworking community groups in our community who 
contribute their time and talents towards making Alexandrina a vibrant and 
inclusive place to live,” Mayor Parkes said. 

“I would like to encourage everyone in our community to attend one of our 
Australia Day events to extend your thanks and appreciation to our award 
recipients, and to celebrate our community.” 

 

 

For enquires regarding the publication of this article contact; 

Communications Team 

Phone: 8555 7000 

Email: communications@alexandrina.sa.gov.au 

 


