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Background on Little Corellas 
 

Little Corellas (Cacatua sanguinea) are an Australian native bird naturally found in parts of 
Australia. They are an intelligent small white cockatoo bird that naturally forms large, noisy 
flocks during the warmer months.  
 
Research within South Australia indicates that until the 1920s, Little Corellas have been 
largely restricted to the far north-east of South Australia. Since this time, the birds have 
extended their range slowly southwards and since the 1960s Little Corellas have been 
recorded continuously and increasingly in the Flinders Ranges, Mount Lofty Ranges and 
surrounding areas. Since then numbers have steadily increased and there are now many 
thousands. 
 
It is suggested that this movement may have been facilitated by human involvement, with 
changes to the environment through clearance of native vegetation having provided 
increases in large open space areas, as well as provision of new permanent water sources 
(e.g. dams, stock troughs, stormwater retention basins etc.), food sources and other factors 
such as drought and farming practices.  
 
Little Corella are known as “urban-adapters” meaning the species can live in natural and 
modified areas by continually adapting to their surroundings.  
 
Within the Alexandrina Council region, the impacts of Little Corellas have been felt by 
Council and its community across the district for well over a decade. Large flocks of Little 
Corellas are seen within many townships across the Alexandrina Council region during the 
warmer months (October-May). 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pair of Little Corellas (Cacatua sanguinea) 

 



What problems are caused by Little 
Corellas? 
 

While some people do enjoy seeing Little Corellas in 
the environment, large flocks in urban and rural areas 
can cause considerable problems. 
 
Not only do these birds cause damage to built-
infrastructure such as buildings, stobie poles, lights, 
wooden structures and sporting equipment, they also 
cause significant vegetation damage to trees and 
crops.  Little Corellas on a house in Strathalbyn 

 
In addition to the damage, other wildlife species within our region are also being impacted, 
resulting in the displacement of other native bird species, native bees and possums as Little 
Corellas move in and take over the environment forcing other fauna to move into alternative 
safer locations. 
 
Importantly, further to the impact on our environment, Little Corellas also have a negative 
impact on residents living within affected areas. They cause a lot of stress and concern for 
residents due to loud screeching vocalisations and mess they create by defoliating trees.  
 
In addition, large flocks of Little Corellas defecate around the schools, public spaces and 
hospitals, causing a potential health risk to the community.  
 
Each year Alexandrina Council receives many complaints from residents, businesses and 
schools regarding Little Corellas. These complaints include requests for Council to take 
action on the Little Corella issue and reports of the problems the birds are causing as well 
as opposition to lethal actions against the birds. Correspondence includes issues such as; 

 

� Noise associated with large flocks of birds.  
� Damage to trees. This includes native trees and ornamental exotic trees.  
� Damage to ovals and recreation areas. 
� Litter such as pine cones and small branches on roads, footpaths etc.  
� Increased cost to Council, businesses, and residents of cleaning up after birds.  
� Damage to buildings and infrastructure. Includes damage to TV antennas, window 

seals, vehicles, roof tiles, fencing, stone buildings etc. 
� Impact on human health. Includes reports of depression, anxiety, health issues 

relating to pollution of water tanks, stress from noise and the mess caused by the 
birds.  

� Reports of stock water troughs becoming polluted from bird wastes resulting in no 
watering points for stock.  

� Opposition to activities that will be lethal to birds. Includes advice on non-lethal 
options. 

 

 



Typical behaviour and activity of the 
Little Corella 
 

Knowing how Little Corellas behave will help in planning and undertaking a management 
program.  
 

Between May and September Little Corellas spread out across a vast landscape in their 
breeding pairs or small families. Breeding generally occurs between August to October. 
Two to four eggs are laid per clutch and the incubation period is between 24-26 days. 
Parents share incubation duties and caring for their young. After seven weeks the fledglings 
and parents join a large nomadic foraging flock which increases their individual safety. Little 
Corellas are long-lived with captive individuals reaching in excess of 50 years of age, 
however wild animals are unlikely to reach this age. 
 
Little Corellas are strong fliers and can travel great distances in search of food, water, 
roosting and nesting resources, or the safety of larger flocks. The typical daily activity 
pattern for Little Corellas is to start calling at first light. As the light grows, birds begin to 
move about the roost trees and calling intensifies.  
 
Birds may fly to other trees, often with exposed or dead branches at the top, to catch the 
first sunlight and bask for a period.   
 

The birds then fly off to commence foraging in a sown crop, a pasture, stubble, or a 
roadside. The first bout of feeding lasts for a variable period, determined in part by 
temperature, abundance of food and whether there are young to feed. This can last from 
half an hour up to four or five hours.  Little Corellas then usually return to a roosting site to 
digest food, preen, play and rest. 
 
During summer, this resting period may last for a number of hours, until the day is cool 
enough for the birds to resume feeding again in the late afternoon. 
 

Little Corellas generally return to the evening roost site near sunset and are often noisy 
while settling to roost. On moonlit nights, Little Corellas often call and move about the roost 
site, flying to other trees on occasion. 
 

When pairs are breeding, they are dispersed over the countryside, where they feed near 
their nest hollows. At this time of year (spring) Little Corellas are mostly seen in pairs or 
small flocks.  After the young fledge (November usually) they join growing flocks that gather 
to feed in crop stubbles, slashed paddocks and other, concentrated food sources. This is 
when large flocks form, comprising young of the year, their parents and non-breeding birds. 
 

These summer aggregations of birds roost communally at traditional sites and tend also to 
feed in large groups at favourable food sources. 
 

Flocks “accumulate” at such sites by a process known as ‘local enhancement’, when the 
presence (calls and activities) of a few little corellas attracts more little corellas to that area. 
It is not until the autumn break when significant rainfall softens the ground over a wide area, 
often in April or May that these flocks once again disperse into smaller groups for the winter 
and feed by digging in the now softer ground for bulbs and corms.  
 

By August, pairs have once again moved close to their nest hollows to feed and prepare for 
breeding. 



Help & Advice for Property Owners, 
Residents and Businesses  
 

Firstly, it is very important to accept and understand that there is no ‘silver-bullet’ fix. 
 
Many members of our community are not aware of the complexities in managing abundant 
bird species, particularly Little Corellas. Lethal culling of birds will not solve this ongoing 
problem.  
 
Whilst actions (lethal or non-lethal) can be undertaken to discourage Little Corellas from 
problem sites; the numbers of Little Corellas and problem sites will continue to increase 
without a long-term coordinated management strategy.  
 
Habitat and landscape modifications will be the best way to deter Little Corellas in the 
longer term; however below are suggested short-medium term actions property owners and 
residents should undertake to reduce the impacts of Little Corellas: 
 

• Education – Understanding the Little Corellas and their behaviour is very important if 
you want to reduce the nuisance and damage these birds are causing. This will also 
assist to determine what actions are best to be undertaken to reduce the impacts of 
Little Corellas on your property.  

� Council strongly encourages our community to read the University of South 

Australia - Discovery Circle report “Little Corellas Social and Ecological 

Research for Management in South Australia” available on the Discovery Circle 

website https://www.discoverycircle.org.au/ 

• Human-Wildlife Conflict – It is also important to recognise that wildlife has an intrinsic 
ecological, economic social and cultural value within our community. Education is an 
important tool for minimising human-wildlife conflicts.  

� Accepting that Little Corellas are now part of our environment and will be for 

the foreseeable future – We need to learn to adapt and learn to live with these 

birds the best we can, whilst undertaking actions to reduce the damage and 

nuisance caused by the Little Corellas. Hence landscape modification should 

be considered for long term benefits to reduce the attraction of areas for the 

birds. If the area isn’t appealing to the birds, they will move on and find 

somewhere else.  

• Onsite Advice for Residents, Schools and Businesses – Council officers are 
available to meet with residents / property owners onsite at their property to provide 
advice on their specific situation. 

Note: Residents requesting this service must be willing and able to undertake 

scaring actions on their own property. Council staff will only visit sites where the 

resident / property owner is willing to help-themselves. To request this service, 

please phone Council on (08) 8555 7000 to discuss your situation and arrange an 

appropriate time for an officer to meet with you onsite. It is also helpful if you 

know what time of day the Little Corellas are impacting your property.  



• Scaring Techniques – Residents that experience nuisance issues at their property on 
private land need to undertake their own management controls to protect and relieve 
nuisance on their own properties. Below are some suggested options:  

 

� Clap Boards - two pieces of timber (approx 400mm long x 35mm thick) with a 

hinge at one end to join them. Hold up high and start clapping boards together 

loudly when birds are present. (see image below)  

� Note: birds that are roosting (sitting in the trees) will take a bit more 

effort to get them to move with clap boards. Best done frequently, to 

make the birds feel very uncomfortable.  Best to do it as the birds are 

flying into the area to land. Warning: be careful not to pinch your 

fingers  

example of clap board 

 
� Torches/Lights - At dawn and dusk – use strong/bright torches (LED ones 

work well) – wave / flicker the light around the trees and branches where the 

birds are sitting and this will likely scare them off. Follow up with using the 

clapboards.  

 
� Visual Barriers - Install visual barriers on the ground (in open areas) place 

visual barriers in random areas on the ground to prevent birds having a ‘line of 

sight’ when they are on the ground feeding– simple visual barriers may include 

i.e. star droppers with a piece of shade cloth running between the droppers or 

placing solid objects around the yard to prevent the birds line of sight etc. 

� This will make the birds fear the area as they cannot see any 

approaching predators. Little Corellas need to see their surroundings.  

� Generally when flocks are feeding or playing on the ground there will 

likely be a couple of ‘scout’ birds sitting in trees overlooking the flock 

to warn the other birds on the ground of any approaching predators.   

Use clap boards to move these birds out of the trees. 

 
� Other Products – There are various bird scaring products are available on the 

market – such as scare kites (kites that look like a predator such as a 

Hawk/Eagle), frite balloons, bird spikes, laser lights, devices that generate 

sounds to scare birds etc.  In some areas, residents have found using tennis 

balls and hitting them up into the trees can spook the birds as well.  

 



• Landscape Modification – Reduce open space areas by planting islands of bushes 
/shrubs in open areas and also at the base of larger trees (this increases the fear 
that predators could be hiding in the bushes etc.). Also reducing access to open 
water /troughs/ponds etc., If birds are chewing the lawn/grass – place large covers 
over the lawn or try stringing fishing line around the yard to make it harder for birds to 
land / escape.  Remove objects that the birds like to chew on. 

 

• Engage a specialist Pest Controller – There are pest control companies that 
specialise in bird removal. Call your preferred contractor to discuss your specific 
situation.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



What is Council doing? 
 

Council’s primary focus is on protecting Council infrastructure and assets on Council land, 
predominately within townships and built up areas.  
 
To do this Council officers undertake various scaring techniques to discourage Little 
Corellas away from specific problem sites. This is only undertaken on Council land when 
Little Corellas are present and are deemed to be causing a nuisance, either by damage or 
excessive noise.  
 
Alexandrina Council also continues to lobby the Local Government Association of South 
Australia, the Southern and Hills Local Government Association, local State Members and 
other relevant bodies for the State Government to provide:  

• Strong leadership and to take action in the management of abundant birds species, 
including Little Corella. 

• Funding to local government to establish and implement management plans that will 
enable Council to effectively manage Little Corellas in the local area through 
methodology such as habitat modification and other known effective techniques. 

 
In addition, during 2015 and 2016 Council actively participated in a Little Corella Research 
Project which was undertaken by the University of South Australia – Citizen Science 
Research Discovery Circle, in collaboration with the Department of Environment, Water and 
Natural Resources, Local Government Association of South Australia, Flinders University, 
Michigan State University and other South Australian Councils including The Flinders 
Ranges Council, Town of Gawler, City of Marion, District Council of Mount Barker and City 
of Salisbury. The research project aimed to explore management issues in city and town 
areas around South Australia. The project used a mixed-methods approach including: 

 

• A social survey (1,270 respondents) 

• Nine community workshops (2 held within Alexandrina Council in Milang & 
Strathalbyn)  

• Field Surveys at 144 Little Corella sites 

• Development of models for Little Corella habitat suitability and land use 
preferences 

• Synthesis of data into a master model for Little Corella management in South 
Australia using Mental Modeller. 

 

This approach recognised that social, environment and regulatory factors are necessary 
considerations for the effective management of abundant birds and wildlife.  
 

The findings from the research have since been collated and the final report detailing key 
results and recommendations was published in March 2017. This is available for viewing on 
Council’s website or via the Discovery Circle website https://www.discoverycircle.org.au/  
 
Furthermore, in 2017 the State Government’s Department of Environment, Water and 
Natural Resources have commenced developing a State-wide Management Plan to 
manage the impacts of Little Corellas across the state of South Australia.  
 

 



Description of actions previously undertaken by 
Council over past years 
 

Various management programs and control techniques have been used by Council staff 
over many years to lessen the impacts of Little Corellas. Council’s primary focus has been 
on protecting Council infrastructure and assets; however focus is also given to assisting 
residents with the aim of reducing the impact and distress that Little Corellas cause to 
members of our community. This can be challenging as limited financial and staffing 
resources are available to assist all of the residents being impacted by flocks of Little 
Corellas. 
 
A summary of Council actions undertaken over the years is summarised below: 

 

• In 2002, Alexandrina Council in partnership with the City of Onkaparinga and 
Department of Environment and Heritage obtained funding through the Local 
Government Research and Development Scheme to undertake a study of the 
ecology of the Little Corella within the Fleurieu Peninsula. In turn, the Corella 
Research Project Report was compiled by QED Pty Ltd in 2003. 
 

• In 2004, Council along with the City of Onkaparinga lobbied the Department 
of Environment and Heritage to establish and coordinate a database to 
predict the movement and expansion of flocks into other areas and at a sub-
regional level staff were monitoring the effectiveness of control methods and 
collating flock data for the management database. At a local level, Council 
staff were monitoring and reporting Corella numbers and behaviour and 
undertaking various bird frightening techniques to protect council assets and 
infrastructure.  

 

• In 2006 Council purchased a product known as BirdXpeller, to be used within 
the Strathalbyn Soldiers Memorial Gardens. This product used sonic and 
ultrasonic noises to deter birds from entering the area. Unfortunately this 
product had limited success with Little Corella. 
 

• In August 2006, Council endorsed a ‘Trap and Gas’ program used as a culling 
method to control the Little Corella. The cost to operate this program was 
expensive and Council’s permit for this activity only authorised the removal of 
1,000 birds at any time. As an ongoing control method in the longer term, this 
program is thought to be unsustainable.  
 

• In 2007/2008 Council engaged a contractor to use a Falcon, a natural 
predator, to move the Corellas out of the Strathalbyn town centre and push 
them to the rural outskirts of Strathalbyn. The program had some success and 
for this reason was again used in Mid-December 2008. Whilst this program 
was successful in the immediate term, the cost of using this method on an 
ongoing basis makes it unsustainable as results were short-lived.  
 

• In 2009 Council formed an Abundant Bird Community Reference Group in 
Strathalbyn and Goolwa to provide a local forum for local communities to 
discuss abundant or pest bird issues within their locality and provide a two-
way information exchange between local and state government. This also 



allowed communities to become involved in the management of abundant 
birds that impact on them and provide input to possible solutions.  
 

• From 2010 through to 2015 regular on-ground scaring actions were being 
undertaken by Council employees, which included using non-lethal actions 
such as the use of Bird Frite, clap boards, starter pistols, laser lights, and 
flashing strobe lights posted on vehicles. In addition, Corella Management 
Community Reference Group meetings were again held in Strathalbyn and 
Goolwa during 2010. Council also developed Little Corella Management 
Plans which detailed the actions Council would undertake to assist in 
managing the impacts of Little Corella. Informative brochures were also 
developed for the community which provided information regarding actions 
that can be undertaken by residents on private land, actions being undertaken 
by council and also provided data sheets to allow residents to report bird 
numbers and problem areas to Council. Further to this, Council continued to 
pursue the issue of Little Corella management with the Local Government 
Association of South Australia with the aim of improving the level of support 
and involvement from the Department of Environment and Natural Resources.  
 

• More recently from December 2016 through until May 2017, Council staff 
have been undertaking regular on-ground scaring actions which included 
using non-lethal actions such as the use of Bird Frite, clap boards, laser 
lights, and flashing strobe lights on vehicles. In addition, the trial of a lethal 
shoot-to-scare technique was undertaken in Strathalbyn. The trial aimed to 
scare birds from problem sites with the use of some limited lethal shooting in 
conjunction with our other standard scaring techniques. The feedback 
received from most residents was positive in that the work undertaken did 
deter flocks from returning to problem sites, however after a few days and 
without follow-up scaring activities, the Little Corellas returned. Whilst we 
received lots of positive feedback from the community, Council also received 
limited negative feedback from other members of the community, opposed to 
the use of any lethal scaring methods on birds.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Do you need further information? 
 
If you require further information regarding Council’s Little Corella Management Strategy or 
you require further advice on how you can better protect your property, please send an 
email to Council at alex@alexandrina.sa.gov.au  
 
For further information regarding the development of a state-wide management strategy 
please contact the Department of Environment, Water and Natural Resources on  
8204 1910 or visit their website at www.environment.sa.gov.au  


