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Alexandrina Council recognises 
the significant impacts COVID-19 
has had and continues to have on 
our local business community. This 
grant aims to help address these 
negative impacts by providing 
support to businesses located in 
the Alexandrina Council region 
that have been adversely affected 
by restrictions imposed due to the 
coronavirus pandemic.

About the Economic  
Development  
Recovery Grant

Please ensure that you have read these Guidelines and consulted  
with Council’s Business Development Officer, or their delegate, prior  
to completing the application form.
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What type of activities will be funded?
The primary objectives of this grant program are to 
assist businesses recover from the negative impacts 
caused by COVID-19 and associated restrictions and 
to stimulate the local economy by supporting new 
activities that generate growth. Eligible activities 
may include:

• Improving shop front appeal to entice visitation and 
long-term appearance 

• Activating the public realm on main streets and key 
precincts in Alexandrina townships

• Enabling businesses to trade on line to increase 
turnover and improve profitability

• Delivering events that attract visitors to the 
Alexandrina region and increase community 
connectedness.

Applicants will be required to make a co-contribution 
towards the total project costs.

What will NOT be funded?
• Projects or activities occurring outside the 

Alexandrina Council region
• Requests from businesses that cannot demonstrate 

they have been negatively impacted by COVID-19 
restrictions 

• Applications that do not adequately meet the 
assessment criteria outlined overleaf 

• Applications that do not establish any benefit to the 
Alexandrina Business Community

• Requests from businesses that are subject to 
any legal impediment, including bankruptcy 
or liquidation 

• Requests for; 
 » ongoing operational or administrative business 

costs
 » reimbursement of funds already spent, for activities 

already held or which have already commenced.

What funding is available?
Grants of between $2,000 and $5,000 are available  
for eligible entities. A total funding pool of $100,000  
has been allocated to the Economic Development & 
Events Recovery Grant program in 2020-2021 across 
two rounds. 

Round One: Online applications were accepted 
between 14 July 2020 and 10 August 2020.   A total of 
$47,164 was awarded to 10 successful applicants. 

Round Two: Online applications of between $2,000 
and $5,000 will be accepted from 19 January 2021 until 
15 February 2021.

Eligibility

Economic Development Recovery Grant Yes No

Businesses that:
• Have their primary business address located within the Alexandrina Council region
• Were in existence prior to 1 March 2020
• Can demonstrate they have been negatively impacted by COVID-19 restrictions  

(i.e. business downturn due to loss of income, increased operating costs etc.) 

Incorporated Industry and Business Associations

Not-for-profit community groups

Businesses applying for retrospective payments

Organisations that have not provided a satisfactory Evaluation and Acquittal Report for 
any previous funding received from Council

Alexandrina Council Elected Members or employees

Recipients of an Economic Development Recovery Grant from Alexandrina Council in 
Round 1

Who can apply?
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Applications received will be subject to an ‘Eligibility 
Check’ and applicants may be contacted to seek 
further information with regards to their application. 

If an application meets all eligibility criteria, it 
will proceed to the ‘Assessment’ stage, where the 
application will be assessed against the criteria 
outlined below. 

Both the Eligibility Check and Assessment stages 
will be completed by Alexandrina Council staff with 
relevant subject expertise.

Applications will be scored against the specific 
assessment criteria outlined below and an overall 

total score will be allocated to each application to 
provide a ranking. Recommendations on successful 
applications and the amounts to be awarded will 
be made to Council for approval, based on these 
assessment rankings.

Applicants with outstanding debts to Alexandrina 
Council will be noted for Council consideration as 
part of the approval process and may impact the 
outcome of a successful application.

Subject to Council approval, applicants will be 
notified of the outcome of their application by the 
end of April 2021.

Application

Assessment Process

Criteria Weight
1. Extent to which application demonstrates how the proposed activity will benefit the 

Alexandrina business community and stimulate the local economy (factors that may be taken 
into account are prominence of business location, number of businesses likely to benefit, likely 
impact of project on business turnover/profitability, potential to increase visitation to the area).

60%

2. Extent to which the proposed activity will stimulate the local economy through the 
engagement of local suppliers or employment of local people. 15%

3. Level of funding received from state or federal COVID-19 support programs (lower levels of 
funding will receive a higher score). 15%

4. Level of applicant co-contribution to the project (higher levels of co-contribution will receive a 
higher score). 10%

Assessment Criteria

Application Process
Applications must be made by completing the 
online Economic Development Recovery Grant 
Application Form, accessed via the SmartyGrants link 
on Council’s website alexandrina.sa.gov.au/grants

All questions on the Application Form must be fully 
completed and you will be required to provide 
evidence to demonstrate business downturn as 
a result of COVID-19. Evidence of impact could 
include financial statements highlighting income 
differentials, a letter from a financial adviser or 
accountant or other credible evidence. 

Applicants must provide a fully itemised 
budget including details of their own and other 
co-contribution, cash or in kind (labour, equipment 
or materials etc.) and other grants received. 
Additional supporting documentation may also be 
provided to strengthen your application, such as a 
business case or plan outlining the strategic intent 
of the proposed activity. Applicants will be required 
to provide details of Public Liability Insurance cover 
(minimum $10 Million). 

Late applications will not be accepted.
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Important  
Information

Applicants are strongly encouraged to  
contact Council’s Business Development  
Officer on 8555 7000 or by email to  
alex@alexandrina.sa.gov.au to discuss  
their proposal before commencing the  
application process.
Grant funding rounds are competitive, and meeting the 
eligibility and assessment criteria does not guarantee 
an offer of funding or the amount sought. If eligible 
funding requests exceed the funds available, partial 
funding of projects may be offered.

All recipients of an Economic Development Recovery 
Grant will be required to abide by current government 
advice and legislation with regard to social distancing 
and hygiene measures whilst undertaking funded 
activities. For the latest advice, please check  
covid-19.sa.gov.au

All recipients of grant funding are required to ensure 
they have adequate risk management practices and 
plans in place to manage potential safety and/or 
environmental hazards. 

Council will not waive fees associated with the 
delivery of events e.g. road closures, requests for 
infrastructure, cleaning, waste management, site or 
venue hire fees etc. Please include these fees in your 
cost/budget estimates. 

All recipients of an Economic Development Recovery 
Grant will be required to comply with recognised 
industry standards and observe any relevant Federal, 
State or Local Government regulations or guidelines.

Recipients will be required to obtain all relevant 
approvals, permits and licences related to the project.

Conditions of funding 
Recipients must sign an Alexandrina Council Grant 
Funding Agreement which details the terms and 
conditions of the grant prior to the funds being 
provided. Payment of grant funding awarded will be 
made by EFT upon receipt of a signed and completed 
Grant Funding Agreement and submission of a valid 
Tax Invoice (for organisations registered for GST).

Funds must be spent according to the terms outlined 
in the Grant Funding Agreement. Should the nature 
of your funded activity change, a request to vary the 
funded activity must be submitted to Council in writing. 
Changes to the agreed activity cannot be made 
without Council approval, or funding may be required 
to be returned to Council.

Projects must be delivered within six months of 
receiving notification of success. Events must be held 
between May and December 2021.

All recipients will be required to complete an Economic 
Development Grant Evaluation and Acquittal Report 
within two months of expenditure of grant funding. 
This report will require completion via SmartyGrants, 
Council’s online grant administration system and will 
require proof of expenditure for all grant funded items 
and photographs demonstrating your grant funded 
activity. Non-compliant applicants are unlikely to be 
eligible for any future grant funding from Council. 
Any unexpended grant funding must be returned 
to Council.

Council must be acknowledged for their role in 
supporting any grant funded activities. This may 
include media releases or the use of Council logo on 
promotional materials and/or signage.

Where a project runs over budget, Alexandrina Council 
is not responsible for meeting any shortfall.

More Information
For further information or assistance with your application, please contact 
Council’s Business Development Officer on 8555 7000 during office hours or  
email alex@alexandrina.sa.gov.au



 PO Box 21, Goolwa, SA, 5214

 8555 7000  

 alex@alexandrina.sa.gov.au

 alexandrina.sa.gov.au  

 facebook.com/AlexandrinaCouncil

How to contact us


