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Residents and visitors of our riverside towns in Alexandrina are no doubt aware of the over-

population and subsequent impacts caused by the introduced European Carp in the Lower 

Lakes and River Murray. 

In fact, carp have infested many of Australia’s waterways. They are present in huge numbers, 

dominating native fish and impacting the integrity health and viability of our aquatic 

ecosystems. They make the water muddy, increase nutrients and have negative effects on 

aquatic plants. 

Experiments have proven that when the impacts caused by carp are controlled, these 

problems can be solved – water clarity improves, small native fish recover and aquatic plant 

species bloom and reproduce. 

The National Carp Control Plan (NCCP) is undertaking a $15 million federally funded research 

and consultation project to identify the best ways to control carp in Australian waterways.  

Alexandrina Council is working together with Coorong District Council and Rural City of Murray 

Bridge to ensure that local concerns about carp control are considered by the researchers, 

and community help is needed. 

Researchers are currently asking for members of the public to assist in their collation of 

information about the prevalence of carp aggregations along the river system by completing 

an online survey called CARPMAP. CARPMAP is a joint initiative led by NCCP with support 

from the Centre for Invasive Species Solutions, the NSW Department of Primary Industries 

and CSIRO. 

CSIRO scientist, Peter Durr, is leading the NCCP funded research. 

“It is becoming increasingly apparent that understanding when and where carp aggragate (10 

carp or more schooling together is considered an aggregation) will be critical for developing an 

effective approach to carp control not just locally but at a national scale. We need information 

on at least 2000 carp aggregation events to complete our picture,” said Mr Durr. 

If you have seen carp aggregating in our local waterways, we encourage you to complete the 

survey (www.carpmap.org.au) so researches have relevant, up-to-date information for the 

Alexandrina region.  

http://www.carpmap.org.au/

