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Eras and themes  Between the 1850s and 1880s Goolwa developed as one of Australia’s most 
important river ports. Dwindling after the Morgan to Port Adelaide railway 
opened in 1878.  
 
Australia’s first railway, a single-track horse powered tramway (1854) 
extended from Goolwa to Victor Harbor in 1864 and later converted to 
steam and rail, now forms part of a major tourist attraction, the ‘Cockle 
Train’ trip.  
 
Residential development commenced with the settlement of Goolwa. From 
the late 19th century to the present day, Goolwa’s main focus has been as a 
tourist township, but the industrial historic legacy of earlier times which 
includes former breweries, sawmill, shipyards, the wharf area, the Goolwa 
Patent Slip and iron works and flour mill.  
 
The Goolwa Historic Area is a residential area known as ‘Little Scotland’ 
adjoining the State Heritage Area to the north and bounded by the railway 
line to the south. 
 

Allotments & Subdivision 
Patterns 

Site Areas 300m2 Historic allotments; many dwellings built over two allotments 
(600m2).   

 Street Frontages Historic allotments typically 10m wide, many dwellings built over two 
allotments giving streetscape appearance of 20m frontages. Buildings 
parallel to street. 

 Front  
Setbacks 

Up to 8m typically 

 Side  
Setbacks 

Minimal side setbacks, often no driveways or vehicle access.  Where vehicles 
are provided for garaging and carports to rear of properties (not attached to 
houses or at street frontages). 
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Architectural Features  Small humble workers cottages. Gabled, hipped and parapeted roofs at 30-
45 degree pitches. Separate verandah roof across frontage typical. High solid 
to void (window & door opening) ratio. 

Building Height  Single storey external wall heights 3.8-4.1m and ceilings of at least 3m. 

Materials  Stone, rendered masonry, weatherboard walls.  Corrugated roofing. Distinct 
absence of contemporary materials. 

Fencing  Low picket fences or timber post and rails often at verandah line. Maximum 
1.2m high. 

Setting & Public Realm 
Features 

 Intimate village, narrow streets with minimal or no footpaths.  

 


