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The South Australian Wooden Boat Festival (SAWBF) is a popular biennial event held 
on the River Murray in Goolwa, South Australia. This heritage listed area is located in 
the Alexandrina Council district, on the Fleurieu Peninsula, an hour’s drive south of 
Adelaide. Goolwa is an ideal base from which to explore the region and is the gateway 
to the spectacular Coorong National Park. 
 
Held on 27 and 28 April 2019, the 16th SAWBF provides a unique opportunity to get up 
close and personal with a splendid display of wooden boats. From canoes and 
speedboats to the century-old paddle steamers, these souls of the River Murray breathe 
life into this special, free event. With both on and off water entertainment, and fabulous 
children’s activities, there will be something for everyone. 
 
The Goolwa Wharf Precinct provides a picturesque setting to watch the many on-water 
activities. The ‘Rough and Ready’ boat building competition is back in 2019 to entertain 
crowds of all ages. The boat parade and the fireworks launched from the famous 
Hindmarsh Island Bridge are also must-see spectacles to enjoy. 
 
On the Pirate Trail, families with children have a fun opportunity to discover the rich 
history and culture of wooden boats and what makes them so dear to this part of 
Australia. 
 
Foodies and music lovers can treat themselves with regional food and a showcase of 
local wines whilst live bands playing on multiple stages set the atmosphere for a joyful 
weekend. 
 
So if its vintage vessels, rich history and country hospitality that floats your boat, be sure 
to head on down to Goowla on 27 and 28 April 2019 for the 16th South Australian 
Wooden Boat Festival. 
 
The SAWBF is proudly run by the SAWBF Committee and is supported Alexandirna 
Council. 
 
 
 



Festival background 
The South Australian Wooden Boat Festival was established in 1989 by a group of local 
boat enthusiasts with an obsession for wooden boats and the desire to share the 
characteristic natural River Murray environment, lifestyle, culture and heritage of the 
Goolwa area. It is a multi-award winning cultural festival that delivers an exciting mix of 
wooden boats, people, food, wine and entertainment. 
 
Largest collection of wooden boats in Australia on show during the festival 
Goolwa is the only place in the Southern Hemisphere where steam boat meets steam 
train and festival attendees can enjoy both a steam train ride and paddle steam cruise 
 
Estimated attendance in 2017: 14,000 
 


