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Message from
the Mayor
Whilst we have enjoyed
the excellent rainfall
over Winter, it is always
a pleasure to experience
the new growth that
Spring brings - so
welcome to Alexandrina
Alive Spring edition!
As we adjust to our ‘new normal,’
we remain focused on our overall
economy and are commited to
leading our recovery to emerge
as a stronger region post
COVID-19.
Many of our residents and
businesses have been hit hard
by the pandemic, so we are
working to reinvigorate our
region and support our residents,
local businesses and community
groups to get back on their feet.
Our Community Grants Program
has taken a different format this

year, offering financial assistance
not only to community groups but
also local businesses.
We have moved forward on a
number of projects over the past
three months. In September we
opened the Business Alexandrina
Hub in Goolwa, along with
launching a new Business
Alexandrina Program, geared to
offer local business operators an
opportunity to grow, learn and
network with other businesses.
We also held three community
consultations this quarter, and
were pleased to gain significant
feedback on the Goolwa North
Growth Area DPA, the Strathalbyn
Deferred Urban Development
DPA and the Genetically Modified
(GM) Crop consultation. The
last of which resulted in a recent
decision by Council to apply to the
State Government to become a
GM crop-free area.
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We have also released
landscaping plans for the Sunter
Street and Albyn Terrace elements
of the Strathalbyn Streetscape
Project, with construction set to
commence in December; as well
as completing construction on
the Strathalbyn Senior Citzens
Building.
I have recently judged the
Mayors’ Short Story Challenge for
our region, and once again, was
very impressed by the creativity
and imagination of our local
students, reading a number of
excellent stories.
I wish you a safe and pleasant
festive season with your friends
and families.

Keith Parkes
Mayor

Above: Mayor Keith Parkes with
Business Alexandrina network members
Chris Wilson, Helen Sampson and Nick
Marsden at The Hub official opening in
Goolwa, 15 September 2020.
See page 4.
Front Cover Image: Mayor Keith Parkes
and Viv Barker (Neighbourhood Centre
Manager) with volunteers Norma Keiley,
Sue Heinaman, Jackie Chapman,
Michelle Foster, Candy Scown and
Councillor’s Keiley and Maidment
pictured infront of the newly refurbished
Strathalbyn Senior Citizens Building.

Have
your say
on current community
consultations

Strathalbyn’s Town Centre
is paving a way forward
The Strathalbyn Town
Centre Streetscape
Revitalisation project is
taking shape, with
funding for Stage 3
now secured.
Council recently received Australian
Government funding through
the Local Roads and Community
Infrastructure Program (LRCI
Program) and at its September
meeting, supported the nomination
of the streetscape and public realm
improvements at the intersection of
Albyn Terrace and Dawson Street
in Stage 3 of the Strathalbyn Traffic,
Parking and Streetscape Plan to be
the beneficiary of that funding.

The funding makes
way for Stage 3
works to be brought
forward, with
efficiency benefits
expected from the
continuation of
works from Stage
1 works already
underway.
The project ticks all the boxes for
eligibility as a shovel-ready project to
be completed by 30 June 2021.

The LRCI Program funding will
contribute $685,920 and together
with Council funding allocations will
complete Stage 3, bringing the total
project budget to $1,935,920.
The progress of this 4 stage project
is earlier than anticipated and
will see substantial community
benefit by creating shared traffic
areas for adjacent shops as well as
leveraging foot-traffic from Soldiers
Memorial Gardens. Importantly it
will also improve road safety and
traffic management in Strathalbyn
generally .

Stage 1 update
Council recently released Stage 1
landscaping plans which will beautify
the area around the Saint Andrews
Church and include new street trees
and garden beds, a feature stone
wall, new footpaths and crossing
points, plus a turfed area opposite
the Soldiers Memorial Gardens.
Details also reveal stunning red
leafed Lipstick Maples and exposed
aggregate footpaths. The Albyn
Terrace streetscape elements will
realign the 3-way intersection
between Sunter Street, Albyn Terrace,
and Rankine Street incorporating
street trees, garden beds, water
sensitive urban design, plus feature
paving area with seating that will
provide a meeting and resting point
for visitors to the town as well as
people exploring various the trails in
the area. Construction is expected to
commence in late 2020.

Alexandrina Council welcomes
you to ‘have your say’ about
issues that matter to you in our
region, and has a dedicated
consultation website, where
you can provide feedback
and actively inform Council’s
decision-making processes.
Visit the ‘My Say’ Alexandrina
website at

mysay.alexandrina.
sa.gov.au
Upcoming
consultations include:
• Coastal Adaptation
• Alexandrina 2040
Community
Strategic Plan
2020-2024
• Long Term
Financial Plan
• Infrastructure and
Asset Management
Plan
• Elector
Representation
Review.
Middleton Beach

Spring Edition 2020  

3

Business Alexandrina
‘The Hub’ officially opens
Alexandrina Council,
industry leaders and the
local business community
joined Senator for
South Australia Andrew
McLachlan CSC to
officially open the Business
Alexandrina Hub ( The Hub)
on 15 September 2020.
The Hub will provide businesses a
‘front door’ to the support they need
to build resilience and grow in these
challenging times.
The Hub and supporting services are
multi-faceted ranging from access
to industry experts, stronger links
to Council, a business network and
ability to use professional, shared
facilities.
The Business Alexandrina Hub
project was made possible with
funding provided from the Australian
Government through the Drought
Communities Programme (DCP)
Extension.
In a region that relies on local
businesses to support a range of
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industries, the launch of the Hub is
a conscious initiative of Council to
support local business in general.
The Hub office and shared space
utilises an existing council owned
building and delivers a magnificent
business space for the community.
Alexandrina is proudly paving the
way for businesses in our region
by securing important strategic
partnerships with State Government
and Peak Body partners. Members
will have access to these key
partners in-house on a regular basis:

•
•

The Hub will
provide much
needed support to
local businesses
affected by recent
bushfires, ongoing
drought, and the
pandemic.

Regional Development Australia
Tourism Industry Council of
South Australia

•

South Australian Department of
Trade and Investment

•

Fleurieu Peninsula Tourism.

The Hub is ideally located adjoining
Centenary Hall in the main street of
Goolwa.
Membership and further details
on upcoming events are available
on the new dedicated website

businessalexandrina.com.au

Glenn Rappensberg CEO Alexandrina
Council, Rebekha Sharkie MP Federal
Member for Mayo, Senator Andrew
McLachlan CSC, Mayor Keith Parkes and
Clyde Rigney Snr Chair person NAC at ‘The
Hub’s’ officially opening to acknowledge the
Australian Government funding provided
through the Drought Communities Program
(DCP) Extension.

Become a member

business
alexandrina.com.au

Alexandrina’s Youth Theatre
Program
Alexandrina Council
is developing a new
‘Alexandrina Youth
Theatre’ program based in
Centenary Hall, Goolwa that
will offer an unprecedented
opportunity for youth in the
region to learn from industry
professionals.
The foundation workshops will be
facilitated by Lyn Pike who has
many years professional experience
as an actor in film, television and
theatre. Lyn is also an actors’ agent
and casting consultant who has
represented many of Adelaide’s
top actors. The Regional Arts Fund
Community Grant augments the new
youth theatre program by providing
funds to bring a range of theatre
professionals from diverse disciplines
including writing, devising, physical
theatre, acting to camera and voice
coaching as well as professional
technical support for the benefit and

development of the participants.
This project was made possible
by the Australian Government’s
Regional Arts Fund which supports
the arts in regional and remote
Australia. An outreach program from
this will be held in Mount Compass

and Strathalbyn to enable broader
participation from across our region
in early 2021.
For further information and
registration email

jaw@alexandrina.sa.gov.au

Stars of Night Christmas Projections
Do you have cherished memories of Christmas from
eras gone by?
In December, a travelling projection unit will roam the district
finding suitable buildings to screen rolling images, provided by
our community, to spread some Christmas cheer!
Alexandrina Council is developing Stars of Night – Christmas
Projections and we need your images to bring it to life.
Email up to five photos per person to
jaw@alexandrina.sa.gov.au
each image size must be at least 1MB.
Keep an eye on the Alexandrina Council website and Facebook
pages to find out when and where the projection will be
displayed.
For enquiries contact jaw@alexandrina.sa.gov.au
or phone 8555 7289.
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Redevelopment complete for
the Strathalbyn Senior Citizens
building
Upgrades to the Strathalbyn
Senior Citizens Building are
officially completed. The
Strathalbyn Neighbourhood
Centre will now commence
management of this
functional building,
dedicated to deliver a variety
of community development
programs for local and
surrounding residents.
The upgrade to the Strathalbyn
Senior Citizens Building was funded
through the Australian Government
Stronger Communities Grant, the State
Government Fund My Neighbourhood
Program and Alexandrina Council.
The redevelopment provides two of
our prominent community groups
the base and facilities they need to
provide their much needed services to
the Strathalbyn community.
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Both groups are pivotal to the region
and for many years have facilitated
social interaction, access to community
development programs and much
needed support to our people.
The Strathalbyn Neighbourhood
Centre moved into the new facilities in
early September and held an official
opening on Friday, 9 October.
The building has had a new airconditioned extension added, while
the existing building has been
significantly upgraded with a new
kitchen servery area and associated
appliances.
External works have included the
construction of concrete footpaths
to provide formal access and aid in
wayfinding from the car park to the
main entrance of the new and existing
building.
A new concrete pad has also been
established for garden club volunteers,
providing a location to install their
garden shed.

Mayor Parkes visited the upgraded
facility and is confident it will provide
major benefits to the Strathalbyn
community.

‘A building like this
is pivotal to the
physical and social
welfare of our
community.’
The Strathalbyn Senior Citizens Club
and the Strathalbyn Neighbourhood
Centre, will continue to thrive in this
space as they provide support to local
and surrounding Strathalbyn residents
for many years to come.

Image: Mayor Keith Parkes, Jackie
Chapman, Cr Maidment, Viv Barker,
Cr Keiley, Norma Keiley and Candy Scown
inside the newly refurbished Strathalbyn
Senior Citizenship Building.

Our Local Alexandrina Update
As a local resident or
business, the
Our Local Alexandrina
platform is designed
to be a ‘one stop
shop’ for collectively
promoting the
incredible range
of food, dining and
shopping experiences
across our region.
At the same time
providing a platform
for those businesses
who are embarking on
their ‘digital’ journey!
Supporting local businesses has
never been more important given
these challenging times.
This initiative arose from the need
to inform the community during the
high level COVID-19 restrictions by
which businesses were open and
available for take away and delivery
only.
Since then, the project has evolved
to directly market and profile local
business to our community and
visiting South Australians.
When we established Our Local
Alexandrina and invited businesses
to register, we asked what
challenges they faced, and how they
were looking to the future to ‘kick
things into gear’ now that the worst

of COVID-19 was hopefully behind
them.
Speaking with Mel from Peninsula
Providore it was clear the flow on
effect from the closure of hospitality
businesses had a huge impact on
the entire local business community,
however getting creative with the
farm was a way to keep going.
“We provide Extra Virgin Olive Oil
to a lot of local hospitality venues,
cafes and restaurants which were
all forced to close down, retail stores
also lacked visitation and were
forced to close. As such, our sales
dropped around 27%.
We have created a pop-up shop
at the Nangkita farm to try and
capitalise on the number of people
visiting the region looking for things
to do. With restricted numbers able
to eat out, we provide another
activity visitors and locals can
participate in whilst in the region.
We have also been pushing our
online sales, and social media
presence.”
There are now over 50 local
businesses on the platform and this
is growing monthly.
Be sure to follow Our Local
Alexandrina on Instagram and
Facebook, like and share content
with your connections and network.
This will spread the word about
your favourite local businesses and
support them further!

Planning and
Design Code
Update
The introduction of the Planning
and Design Code into the Greater
Adelaide area, which includes
Alexandrina, has been postponed
with an announcement pending
from the Minister for Planning, the
Hon Vickie Chapman MP.
The anticipated new timeframe
of late 2020 to early 2021 for
implementation will ensure that
the Code policy and the ePlanning
solution remain ‘best fit’ and will
enable councils, industry and the
community to better understand
the changes and therefore prepare
for its implementation. It will also
allow more time for training and
testing of the Code within the
new electronic system. The Code
will replace individual council
Development Plans.
For further information visit
plan.sa.gov.au or contact
Plan SA on 1800 752 664.

If you are a business and want
to be included please register at
business@alexandrina.sa.gov.au
Please visit our newly dedicated
website at

ourlocalalexandrina.com.au
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Coastal
Adaptation
Alexandrina Council has a unique
coastline with sandy beaches,
small coves, rocky outcrops
and estuarine environments.
Council commissioned a Coastal
Adaptation Study to map current
and future coastal processes and
what it might mean for public
and private assets into the future.

We invite you to
come along to one
of three community
webinars to learn
more about the
results of our
Coastal Adaptation
Study.
Webinars will be held as online
events in November. You will also
have the opportunities to ask
questions and share feedback.
Webinar details and how to
register; the draft reports; FAQs;
factsheets; the online survey
and other information will be
available online at
mysay.alexandrina.sa.gov.au/CA
from 12 October to 27 November
2020. Hardcopies for viewing will
also be available at the Customer
Service Desk at the Goolwa and
Strathalbyn Council offices.
For further information visit the
website

mysay.alexandrina.
sa.gov.au/CA
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Croquet Club finds a
home in Port Elliot
The Croquet Club has relocated to Continental Park on the
Strand at Port Elliot.
Croquet was last played in this location in the 1950’s and the club are
extremely happy with their facilities, with their first game played on Monday
14 September. The club will continue to play weekly on Mondays and
Wednesdays. This is an excellent result for the club; being a local community
group, and given its history, it is a wonderful outcome that Port Elliot can once
again be the home of a croquet club.
The Croquet Club were enormously thankful for Council’s field services teams’
assistance in marking the court, top dressing the area, building the storage
cupboard and moved furniture and equipment.

GM Crop update
At its September 2020 Council
Meeting, Council determined that
it will apply to the Minister for
Primary Industries and Regional
Development under Section 5A(1)
of the Genetically Modified Crops
Management Act 2004 for the
designation of the Alexandrina
Council area as an area in which no
genetically modified food crops may
be cultivated.
In making its decision, Council
received a number of deputations
at the meeting and considered the
outcome and feedback received
during community consultation.

Council’s Chief Executive Officer
Glenn Rappensberg has submitted
an application to the Minister for
Primary Industries and Regional
Development based on the
information provided within the
submissions received.
The Minister, not Council,
will make the final decision
regarding the designation of GM
Free Crop areas in SA.
In seeking this reinstatement, the
Minister will only consider evidence
related to the trade and marketing
impact of GM crops.
Progress updates will be made
available on Council’s website.

Citizen of the Year
Nominations now open
Alexandrina Council is currently
seeking your nominations for the
2021 Citizen of the Year Awards. Do
you know someone who makes a
real difference in our community
who deserves to be rewarded and
recognised for their contributions and
outstanding service?
You could nominate someone who has
enhanced and enriched community
service areas like education, health,
fund-raising, charitable and voluntary
services, business, sport, arts, the
environment, or any other area that
contributes to the advancement and
wellbeing of our community.
Categories include Citizen of the Year
Award, Young Citizen of the Year
Award, Active Citizenship Award, and
Community Event of the Year Award.
The new category ‘Award for Active
Citizenship’ asks to nominate a person
or group delivering outstanding work
or for an event or cause, staged in the
community during the past year.

Nominations close on Friday,
20 November 2020; so don’t delay,
submit online at

citizenoftheyear.com.au

or pick up a nomination form at
Council’s libraries in Goolwa and
Strathalbyn. Nomination forms can
also be downloaded from Council’s
website, www.alexandrina.sa.gov.au
In 2020, The Citizen of the Year
Awards were presented to Anthony
Baker of Mount Compass, and Leonie
Henderson of Clayton. Anthony
volunteers his time for the betterment
of the community. Leonie has provided
years of community-minded help
across a number of causes.
We look forward to acknowledging
more worthy community members in
2021.

Fresh Ideas for

Community Wellbeing

Be a part of an innovative and
fresh way of participating in your
region and provide a voice for the
community at a local level.

applicants to apply that can
demonstrate broad knowledge and/
or experience of diversity in our
community.

We are establishing a Community
Wellbeing Advisory Forum to
primarily be a reference point for
broader community views, for both
Council and Council officers.

For more information on the Forum,
Terms of Reference and how to
lodge an Expression of Interest (EOI)
visit alexandrina.sa.gov.au

We value diversity including Age
– Culture – Gender – Sexuality –
Ethnicity - Ability and encourage

We welcome your involvement,
with the EOI open until Friday
13 November 2020.

Milang
home for
Lower Lakes
Rescue boat
The Milang Marine Search &
Rescue Squadron (MMARS)
has recently launched a new
rescue boat to service the
Lower Lakes, which is expected
to result in better rescue
capabilities and emergency
response times.
The new, high-tech rescue
vessel was funded through
a donation from Masonic
Charities and will enable more
efficient rescue operations
to be carried out on Lake
Alexandrina, without having to
rely on assistance from vessels
based in Goolwa or Victor
Harbor, as has historically
been the case. The 37-year
old rescue boat, Etona, has
dutifully done her best on the
lake and is operated by the
Milang Regatta Club, but has
limited capabilities in heavy
weather.
Council approved MMSARS
to take control of the lease
of the Milang Pump House
at it’s August 2020 meeting,
meaning a purpose built boat
shed can be constructed and
the boat can be at the ready
by the water’s edge. It is also
on-call and available for SA
Police’s Water Operations Unit
and the Victor-Harbor-Goolwa
Sea Rescue Squadron.
The Milang Regatta Club
will also operate from the
new premises under a sub
agreement, with provisions for
food and beverage catering.
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Fire
Danger
Season
Are you prepared?
Last summer’s bushfire tragedy affecting South Australia and the East Coast of
Australia reminded us more than ever, to remain vigilant and prepared for the
onset of bushfires. It is now the time to ensure your property is tidied up and
ready for the approaching fire danger season.
Council’s bushfire management brochure will assist in your preparation, letting
you know what preventative measures you can take around your property and
home. Please refer to the brochure provided in your rates notice mail out, and
detailed brochure on Council’s website, alexandrina.sa.gov.au/fire
Properties must be prepared prior to and maintained throughout the Fire
Danger Season. To determine which district you are in or to determine the
precise dates for the Fire Danger Season each year, please refer to the CFS
website,

Mount Lofty
Ranges
1 Dec 2020
- 30 Apr 2021
Murraylands
15 Nov 2020
- 15 Apr 2021
Please note these dates are
subject to change.

www.cfs.sa.gov.au

Join the War on Food Waste
The Fleurieu Regional Waste
Authority (FRWA) is working with
several local Goolwa cafés in an
effort to divert food waste away
from landfill and into the green
organics waste stream.

Tim from The Grill Café in Goolwa
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Mother Duck, Bombora on the
River, The Grill Goolwa and Whistle
Stop cafés started an eight week
food waste diversion trial in August,
with Kuti Shack coming on board
in September. The businesses have
embraced the opportunity to receive
weekly collection of 140L commercial
green FOGO (Food Organics/
Green Organics) bins supplied by
FRWA. FRWA has also provided staff
training, waste separation posters,
bin stickers and recommendations
to improve back of house waste
separation.

Since the trial commenced
approximately 24 commercial FOGO
bins have been placed kerbside,
with contents going to Peats Soil
and Garden Supplies for processing
into compost. Tim from The Grill
Café in Goolwa says: “It’s great to
be reducing waste to landfill and
helping the environment. I have
wanted to divert food waste for a
long time and it’s great to have the
opportunity to do it through this
program.”
Keeping food waste out of landfill
has significant economic and
environmental benefits and
FRWA will continue to work on
providing an efficient and effective
FOGO collection service for small
businesses and food processors
across the Fleurieu region.
If you would like more information on
managing your waste and recycling,
follow FRWA on Facebook or call
8555 7405.

fleurieuregional
wasteauthority.com.au

Major Project
Updates
Milang Foreshore Public Toilet Replacement
The Milang public toilet sits on the foreshore of Lake Alexandrina
adjacent to the main reserve car park which is frequently used by
locals and visitors. This project will provide a longer life outcome
and support tourism to this very popular lake front town.
The work scope includes demolition of the current aged public
facilities and installing a new contemporary amenity with
accessible and ambulant toilets, baby change facilities and
external shower area.
Work will commence following consultation with an estimated
completion of December 2020. Concept designs will be available
on Council’s website, link below.

Clayton Bay Foreshore
As part of the Clayton Bay Master Plan the limestone rubble loop
footpath in Clayton Bay is nearing completion. The path stretches
over 2.5km long and connects people from the whole foreshore,
ducks hospital and Dunns lagoon area. Works include a new
shelter in Clayton Bay using a unique timber look aluminium
frame, situated near the recently completed small car park along
the foreshore on Island View Drive.

To keep up to date with projects in Alexandrina visit
our website alexandrina.sa.gov.au/projectupdates
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What’s On

visitalexandrina.com

The Overwintering Project –
The Bigger Picture*

PS Oscar W

The exhibition celebrates the miraculous journeys of migratory
shore birds. Bittondi Printmakers’ Association widens the focus by
considering the changing environments that these birds encounter
due to climate change, industrial development and agricultural
practice, with particular reference to the South Australian Coast and
its specific local issues.

Cruise the lower Murray River on the historic wood fired heritage
paddle steamer in the Riverport of Goolwa.

When: 11 December 2020 to 26 January 2021

PS Oscar W recommenced its regular cruising schedule from
the 3-5 October long weekend. Due to COVID-19 restrictions,
all tickets are to be purchased online or at the Goolwa Visitor
Information Centre (VIC). Refreshments will not be served
onboard so bring some water, with tickets sales from the VIC
closing 1 hour prior to cruising.

Where: Signal Point Gallery, Goolwa Wharf Precinct

Where: Goolwa Wharf Precinct

Enquiries: jaw@alexandrina.sa.gov.au theoverwinteringproject.com

Enquiries: 1300 466 592 or book online at visitalexandrina.com

We welcome the government’s easing of COVID-19 restrictions and are working hard to resume our services
and reopen our venues. We thank you for your understanding as we transition our facilities to operate safely
for the community, staff and volunteers.
Pure Fiction*
Until 25 October
Location: Signal Point Gallery,
Goolwa Wharf Precinct
Kit Chambers solo exhibition.
Enquiries: jaw@alexandrina.sa.gov.au
From Inside the Tokuremour*
30 October to 6 December
Location: Signal Point Gallery,
Goolwa Wharf Precinct
Enquiries: jaw@alexandrina.sa.gov.au
Annual Regional Youth Art Exhibition*
30 October to 6 December
Location: Signal Point Gallery,
Goolwa Wharf Precinct
Enquiries: jaw@alexandrina.sa.gov.au
Sera Waters: Domestic Arts Exhibition *
7 November to 17 December
Location: South Coast Regional Arts Centre,
Goolwa
Enquiries: jaw@alexandrina.sa.gov.au
Financial Mentoring Series*
10 November at 4pm
Location: TAFE SA Victor Harbor
Workshop – Being Loan Ready: Accessing
Finance and the Myths Surrounding the
Process
Bookings: businessalexandrina.com.au

Goolwa Poetry Cup
15 November at 11.30am
Location: Fleurieu Distillery,
Goolwa Wharf Precinct
Enquiries: jaw@alexandrina.sa.gov.au
Smart Digital Marketing DIY Smartphone
Photos and Videos*
17 November at 10am
Location: The Hub, Goolwa
This session is a hands on workshop to share
some simple disciplines and tricks for content
creation using your smartphone.
Bookings: businessalexandrina.com.au

Christmas in
Alexandrina
Christmas and other festive events in
Alexandrina will be held in a different
format this year to ensure large
community gatherings remain COVID-19
safe in this ever changing environment.
Celebrations will include:
‘Stars of Night, Christmas Projections’
(see Page 5); visit Council’s website
alexandrina.sa.gov.au to view details as
they come to hand in the coming months.

Financial Mentoring Series*
24 November at 4pm
Location: TAFE SA Victor Harbor
Workshop – Accessing Support and Assistance
in Regional Areas Regarding Finance/Hardship
Bookings: businessalexandrina.com.au
This Breath is Not Mine to Keep*
3 December to 26 January 2021
Location: Signal Point Gallery,
Goolwa Wharf Precinct
Enquiries: jaw@alexandrina.sa.gov.au
Making their Mark*
18 December until 31 January 2021
Location: South Coast Regional Arts Centre,
Goolwa
Enquiries: jaw@alexandrina.sa.gov.au

Keep up to date with
upcoming and new
Council events by visiting
Council’s website
alexandrina.sa.gov.au
or the tourism website
visitalexandrina.com
*Free Event!

